English 2 Honors
Canning

Critical Response Papers

Each of your critical readings will present nuanced and complicated ideas useful toward the reading and analysis of literature.  Approach these readings with this sense of usefulness in mind.  Consider how the theoretical concepts or insights of the reading can be used to analyze texts, particularly when applied to your reading practices. 

Each response paper should consider and answer the following questions though you don’t have to answer them as questions.  In other words, your response should address these concerns:

1. What is the major insight or concept in this reading?  In other words, what is the writer asserting?  The reading may have several therefore focus on the one that seems most useful to you and explain.

2. What am I being asked to believe or accept?  Facts?  Opinions? Some mixture?

3. Why do I find this insight or concept useful?  In other words, what reasons or evidence does the author supply to convince me?  Where is the strongest or most effective evidence the author offers – and why is it compelling?  While reading may make a case for why the writer believes his/her concept is important, it is more useful to understand why you – the reader – find it so.

4. Is there any place within the text where the logic seems to break down, the conclusions seem prematurely draws, ideas/concepts do not make sense, or moments where the writer cuts through his/her own purpose?

5. How would I apply this insight or concept to my reading practice?  Apply the insight to your reading of a particular text – the text currently under discussion.   Be specific by referring to a particular passage or moment in the text.  Avoid generalizations by focusing on a particular moment or passage within a work and how the insight or concept opens up that passage.
General Instructions:

Response papers should be 1 page in length (typed), single spaced, 11-12 point font.  Given the length of your response, focus on specifics.  There are no make-ups on the response papers. 

