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Walt Whitman I Hear America Singing

I hear America singing, the varied carols I hear, 
Those of mechanics, each one singing his as it should be blithe and strong, 
The carpenter singing his as he measures his plank or beam,                                                                                                        The mason singing his as he makes ready for work, or leaves off work, 
The boatman singing what belongs to him in his boat, the deck- hand singing on the steamboat deck, 
The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench, the hatter singing as he stands, 
The woodcutter's song, the ploughboy's on his way in the morning, or at noon intermission or at sundown, 
The delicious singing of the mother, or of the young wife at work, or of the girl sewing or washing,                                        Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none else, 
The day what belongs to the day—at night the party of young fellows, robust, friendly, 
Singing with open mouths their strong melodious songs.

Story.  Lately we have been examining poems as stories that require an unpacking of meaning.  What is the story Whitman tells in this piece?  Who are the characters?  What is the setting?  What constitutes the plot?  Is there a conflict?  What does his story mean?  (List as many cultural, social, political, gender, and philosophical meanings as you can)
Symbolism.  Whitman decides to focus this poem on such American individuals such as the mason, the carpenter, the mother, and the mechanics.  Explain why Whitman would choose these individuals to represent the singing of America.  What do they individually represent?  Collectively?

Voice.  The way a story is told.  When considering the voice of an author, think of it as the lens with which the author sees/tells a story.  We can examine the syntax, diction, punctuation, characterization, and dialogue an author uses to create this ‘voice’.  Define Whitman’s voice by analyzing specific examples from the piece itself.
