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Canning/English/Omelas/Juxtaposition Device
As a literary technique, what defines juxtaposition?  In the literary context, a juxtaposition develops comparisons and contrasts by placing two or more ideas, places, characters, and their actions side by side in order to surprise readers, to evoke interest through side by side placement of two dissimilar things, to add vividness to images, to control the pace of a poem/narrative, and to provide a logical connection between two ideas. 
Why do authors use juxtaposition in a poem or narrative?  An author will place two or more ideas, places, characters, and their actions side by side to create suspense and achieve a rhetorical effect.  This juxtaposition works for our brains as we often comprehend one thing easily by comparing it to another.  For example, Arthur Miller can make readers sense the pure “righteousness” of Rebecca Nurse by placing her side by side to a “malevolent” Abigail Williams or “avaricious” Thomas Putnam.  In doing so, the evil within Abigail highlights the good within Nurse; thus becoming rather useful for artists like Miller in developing characters.

Juxtaposition and Ursula Le Guin’s The Ones Who Walked Away From Omelas.  On a separate sheet of paper, respond to the following questions.  Where appropriate, you should quote directly from the text to support your responses.
1. What things does Le Guin juxtapose in her story, The Ones Who Walked Away From Omelas?
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2. What effects do these juxtapositions have in:


*Evoking interest in a subject/theme/topic?


*Adding vividness to a given image(s)? 

*Controlling the pace of the narrative?


*Providing logical connection between ideas?

3.  What suspense does Le Guin achieve through juxtaposition?
4.  What rhetorical effects does Le Guin create and how effective are they?

5. Discuss how this narrative and The Crucible relate in terms of literary juxtapositions and their effects.



Create a Haiku of Juxtaposition

What is a haiku? A traditional Japanese haiku poem consists of 3 lines of 5 syllables, 7 syllables, and 5 syllables.  However, modern haiku poetry has abandoned the traditional form for new forms as long as 17 syllables and as short as one syllable!  The key is to remember the Japanese idea that a haiku should be said with one breath.  
What should a haiku contain?  Haiku poetry should contain juxtaposed images.  The difficulty lies in creating an effective two-part structure to the poem.  Master Haiku poets like Issa or Basho thrived on avoiding too obvious a connection between the two parts and distancing too far from the same two parts.
How do I create this two part structure?  When examining a haiku in terms of juxtaposition, there should be a shift in perspective.  This shift provides the poem with a deeper metaphorical meaning and is represented with a break (cutting word, a line break, punctuation, or just a space).When writing a haiku it is important to remember to show “truth” in existence, instead of telling the reader your sentiments.  Remain objective and allow the reader to react on their own to the images you provide.  Haiku poetry finds beauty within the ordinary and translates those beautiful moments into words. Ahhhhh… so dreamy…  But, I digress…  Now it’s your turn!  Try writing some Haiku poetry that deals with creating juxtapositions by using sensory language and structuring in a break.  ( 

~We share next class~
