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Rhetorical Devices and Examples
Alliteration: repetition of the same sound beginning several words in sequence. 

*Let us go forth to lead the land we love. J. F. Kennedy, Inaugural 

*Veni, vidi, vici. Julius Caesar

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Allusion: is a short, informal reference to a famous person or event

*If you take his parking place, you can expect World War II all over again.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Antithesis: establishes a clear, contrasting relationship between two ideas by joining them together or juxtaposing them, often in parallel structure. 
*If we try, we might succeed; if we do not try, we cannot succeed. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Aphorism:  Terse statement about a life truth that can be easily remembered.

*If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.

*Fish and visitors smell in three days.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Description and Imagery (metaphor, simile, personification) for emphasis of an important point(s)

*While we wait and do nothing, we must not forget that the fuse is already burning.

Parallelism:  Several parts of a sentence or several sentences are expressed similarly to show that the ideas in the parts or sentences are equal in importance. Parallelism also adds balance and rhythm and, most importantly, clarity to the sentence.

*He liked to eat watermelon and to avoid grapefruit.

*This wealthy car collector owns three silver Cadillacs, two gold Rolls Royces, and ten assorted Mercedes.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Repetition:  Creates emphasis of a key point by repeating it in an essay or speech.





                 *Evil minds will use evil means.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Rhetorical question:  Question whose answer is obvious or obviously desired, and usually just a yes or no. It is used for effect, emphasis, or provocation, or for drawing a conclusionary statement from the facts at hand. 

*But how can we expect to enjoy the scenery when the scenery consists entirely of garish billboards? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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