 Rhetorical Précis Writing Example based on Don’t Send Your Kids to the Ivy League, by William Deresiewicz, June 2014. The New Republic
In “Don’t Send Your Kids to the Ivy League” ((this can be in italics as well) (2014), William Deresiewicz argues that, “Our system of elite education manufactures young people who are smart and talented and driven, yes, but also anxious, timid, and lost, with little intellectual curiosity and a stunted sense of purpose: trapped in a bubble of privilege, heading meekly in the same direction, great at what they’re doing but with no idea why they’re doing it,” (2).  Deresiewicz  highlights this problem by juxtaposing the academic traditions of elite schools such as Harvard and Yale, with real life interviews and anecdotes from students and teachers who graduate and work from these schools, expressing their concern over how well these schools develop an individual’s curiosity and personal motivations to succeed.  He hyperbolized language has his readers begin to think about how such traditionally exceptional schools are “manufacturing” students who seemingly cannot think on their own, creating what Deresiewicz calls, “anxious, timid, and lost, with little intellectual curiosity and stunted sense of purpose…great at what they’re doing but with no idea why they’re doing it.  Deresiewicz addresses those who might not have thought about the high cost, literally and figuratively, of an “elite education”.  By examining the title, “Don’t Send Your Kid to the Ivy League”, he directly addresses those parents who might be considering sending their child to one of the Ivy League schools, but his essay also targets the “private and affluent public high schools…the ever growing industry of tutors…the communities…largely upper-middle class”(2) who either consciously or unconsciously enter their children into this machine.  While some may examine his tone as an audacious attempt to derail the success of the Ivy Leagues in an ever competitive global world, it becomes rather difficult to not acknowledge his profound meditation on the state of elite education and its ability to generate conversation about the future of education in America and the need to “try democracy” (7).
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