The Salem Witch Trials.  Examining Politics within Salem and The Massachusetts Bay Colony
Politics - the activities associated with the governance of a country or other area, 
esp. the debate or conflict among individuals or parties having or hoping to achieve power.
(Merriam Webster definition)
Based on the definition above, how can the Salem Witch Trials be perceived as a political episode?  Was it always a political episode?

How is it that confessing witches were spared their lives and those who denied the accusations were put to death?
What is dissention?  How can dissention lead to paranoia and fear?
What is spiritual evidence?  Is this fair?  Why did Salem rely on this type of evidence?  Is this the Achilles heel in the Salem trials?

Why did these girls need to put on a show?  What does this do to the original intentions of the trials themselves?  Do the events in Salem indicate that power and control are not absolute amongst the magistrates/the elders?
How does courage or lack of courage factor into the proceedings within Salem?  Within the Massachusetts Bay Colony?

What can we conclude from the Salem Witch Trials?  What can the Salem Witch Trials teach us about ourselves?

