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Dickinson/Whitman Analysis Paper



Assignment:  Compose a short paper discussing the works of both Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman.  Create an authentic thesis statement that examines the works of both authors through a specific lens.  The paper must follow proper MLA formatting and heading, and must include minimum 2 direct quotations per author (a total of 4 quotes minimum). 

Thesis Statement: Although both Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson celebrate the power of the individual, and a reverence for the natural world; each poet adopts a unique poetic voice that defines his and her writing and contributions to the American Transcendental movement.
Dickinson Textual Example #1:
Why this quote matters

Dickinson Textual Example #2:

Why this quote matters

Whitman Textual Example #3:

Why this quote matters

Whitman Textual Example #4:

Why this quote matters

Important vocabulary to consider

Dickinson – soft, gentle, muse, musingly, structured, loud in message, feminine, concentrated, universal, universally reaching, introspective, private, intimate, playful, playfully, poetic, vivid, accessible, syntax, diction, carefully, careful, rhythmic, nuanced, modern
Whitman – loud, unapologetic, unabashed(ly), free verse, boundless, sing, strong, universal, fluid, progressive, limitless, open, rhythmic, masculine, feminine, symbolically, coaxingly, direct, presentation(s), refined, raw, reworked, nuanced, boastful, optimistic, hopeful, forward, modernly
